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An Act to provide for the regulation and control of the production, sale, importation and exportation of
seed for sowing, and for the testing and minimum standards of germination and purity thereof, and
further to provide for the certification of seed and for matters incidental to or connected therewith

[13TH JANUARY 1997]
PART |
PRELIMINARY
[Ch6706s1]1. Short title
This Act may be cited as the Seed Act.
[Ch6706s2]2. Interpretation
9 of 1996In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
“advertisement” includes any statement, picture, design or device—
(a) published in any newspaper or other publication in general circulation to the public; or

(b) contained in any handbill, circular or other matter which is distributed to members of
the public through the post or brought to the notice of the public in any other manner;

“certified seed” means any prescribed seed which is certified under the provisions of Part IX;



“container” includes a bag, barrel, case, tin, package or any other container in which seed is
placed or packed;

“contract of sale” includes an agreement to sell;

“Controller of Seeds” means the officer in the public service designated as such under the
provisions of section 3;

“Imported Certified Seed” means any prescribed seed certified in the country of its origin
imported by a registered seed importer and certified as Imported Certified Seed under the provisions of
Part IX;

“label” includes any legend, work, mark, symbol or design applied or attached to, or
accompanying, any seed or package of seed;

“licensed seed seller” means any seed seller licensed under Part VI;

“Malawi certified seed” means any prescribed seed produced in Malawi and certified as such
under the provisions of Part IX;

“official seed-tester” means any public officer designated as an official seed-tester under Part IV;

“owner”, in relation to any seed, includes any person having for the time being the possession,
custody or control thereof;

“prescribed seed” means any seed declared as such by an order made under section 33;
“purity” means analytical purity expressed as a percentage by weight;

“seed” means the part of any plant, customarily referred to as seed, intended for planting and
includes seed potatoes;

“seed cleaner” means any person engaged in the trade or business of removing impurities from
seed;

“seed cleaning plant” includes any premises used for the removal of impurities from seed;

“seed importer” means any person who, either exclusively or in conjunction with any other
trade or business, imports seed into Malawi for resale;

“seed inspector” means any person designated as seed inspector under section 21;

“seed producer” means any person who, either exclusively or in conjunction with any other
trade or business, produces seed for sale;

“seed seller” means any person who, either exclusively or in conjunction with any other trade or
business, sells seed for sowing;



“seed-testing station” means any premises, suitably equipped for the purpose, where seed is
tested for its purity and germination capacity;

“sell” includes to exchange or barter or to offer, advertise, keep, expose, transmit, convey or
deliver for or in pursuance of a sale, exchange or barter;

“special variety” means any variety of prescribed seed which has been specified by the Minister
pursuant to section 44 for the purposes of Part IX;

“variety” means a subdivision of any kind which can be differentiated from other subdivisions of
that kind by growth, plant, fruit or other characteristics and any uniform group which is a first
generation hybrid reconstituted on each occasion by crossing two or more breeding stocks maintained
by inbreeding.

PART Il
ADMINISTRATION
[Ch6706s3]3. Controller of Seeds

(1) There shall be a Controller of Seeds for the purposes of this Act, who shall be an officer in the
public service, and who, subject to the general and special directions of the Minister, shall be
responsible for the administration of this Act.

(2) The Controller of Seeds may, subject to the general or special directions of the Minister,
delegate any of his powers or functions under this Act to any officer in the public service.

[Ch6706s4]4. Registers

9 of 1996The Controller of Seeds shall keep and maintain all registers prescribed or required
under this Act, each of which shall contain such particulars as are prescribed in respect of such register.

PART Il
REGISTRATION OF SEED IMPORTERS, SEED CLEANERS AND SEED SELLERS
[Ch6706s5]5-14
[Repealed by 9 of 1996]
PART IV
SEED TESTS
[Ch6706s15]15. Establishment of seed testing stations

9 of 1996The Minister may establish and maintain, or designate one or more seed testing
stations in Malawi.



[Ch6706516]16. Designation of official seed testers

9 of 1996Upon the establishment or designation of a seed testing station, and from time to time
thereafter as occasion may require, the Minister shall, by notice published in the Gazette, designate an
official seed tester or official seed testers, as the case may be, for each such seed testing station.

[Ch6706517]17. Registers of seed testers and seed testing stations

The Controller of Seeds shall keep and maintain the following registers—

(a) a register of official seed testers, which shall contain—
(i) the name and address of each official seed tester appointed under this Act;
(ii) such other particulars as may be prescribed;
(b) a register of seed testing stations, which stations shall contain—
(i) the name and address of each seed testing station established under this Act;
and
(ii) such other particulars as may be prescribed.

[Ch6706518]18. Prohibition against testing of prescribed seed except in seed testing stations

(1) Any person who, in any place which is not a seed testing station, tests or purports to test for
the purposes of this Act any prescribed seed shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Upon the conviction of any person of an offence under subsection (1), the court may, in
addition to any other penalty imposed, declare any machinery, equipment and chemicals and any
prescribed seed found in the place concerned to be forfeited or order them to be destroyed without
compensation.

[Ch6706519]19. Delivery of samples for official test

9 of 1996(1) Any person who has produced or acquired any prescribed seed which has not been
tested may take a sample of the seed to a seed testing station together with a statement in writing
specifying such particulars as may be prescribed.

(2) The delivery of a sample of prescribed seed pursuant to subsection (1) shall be subject to
payment of such fee as may be prescribed.

(3) Upon receipt at the seed testing station of any sample taken pursuant to subsection (1), the
official seed tester shall test the sample in the manner prescribed and shall furnish to the person who
sought the test a report there of setting out the date upon which the test was made, the findings
resultant thereon and such other particulars as may appear to the official seed tester necessary for, or
relevant to, the report.



[Ch6706520]20. Reports to be in forms prescribed

Any reports, certificates or other documents issued or furnished by a seed testing station for the
purposes of this Act shall be in the forms prescribed.

PART V
SEED INSPECTION
[Ch6706521]21. Seed inspectors

9 of 1996(1) There shall be seed inspectors licensed as such by the Minister for the purposes of
this Act

(2) An application for a licence as a seed inspector shall be made to the Minister in the
prescribed form, and shall be accompanied with the prescribed fees.

(3) The Minister shall cause a certificate of authority to be issued to each seed inspector.

(4) A seed inspector shall produce for inspection his certificate of authority upon the demand of
any person affected by the exercise by him of any of his powers under this Act.

[Ch6706s22]22. Authority of seed inspectors may be general or limited
The authority of a seed inspector issued under section 21 may be—

(a) general, whereby the seed inspector shall be empowered to exercise all the powers of a
seed inspector anywhere in Malawi; or

(b) limited, either—
(i) as to the specific powers exercisable by the seed inspector; or
(ii) as to the place or district in which such powers are exercisable by the seed
inspector.

[Ch6706523]23. Powers to take samples of seed
A seed inspector may take samples of any seed for any of the following purposes—

(a) for test or examination to determine whether the seed is prescribed seed or restricted
seed; or

(b) for test to determine whether if the seed is prescribed seed it conforms to the standards
of purity and germination prescribed therefor under this Act; or

(c) for such other purposes as may be deemed necessary by the seed inspector in relation
to the exercise of his powers under this Act.



[Ch6706s24]24. Powers to search premises and seize certain goods

9 of 1996(1) A seed inspector may, for any of the purposes of this Act, and at all reasonable
times, enter upon any land, building, premises or vehicle at or in which he has reasonable cause to
believe that any prescribed seed or restricted seed is being stored, sold or transported for sale in
contravention of this Act, or is being packed in packages or other containers which are marked or
labelled, or are being marked or labelled, with any description, mark or date in contravention of this Act,
and may, without liability for any payment to any person whosoever, take samples of the seed found
therein and the owner of the land, building, premises or vehicle, or his agent or the person in custody or
control thereof shall on demand furnish to the seed inspector a statement in writing containing such
particulars with respect to the seed as may be required by the seed inspector who, further, may seize
and remove therefrom and detain any prescribed seed or restricted seed or any package or container or
any label, stamp or device for marking, stamping or labelling, or any book, record or document found
therein, which would afford evidence of a contravention of this Act.

(2) Every seed inspector shall, on demand by the owner, or the person having custody of such
land, building, premises, plant or vehicle, produce his authority to enter upon such land, building,
premises, plant or vehicle.

(3) Any seed inspector who has seized and detained any item or thing pursuant to the authority
under subsection (1), shall give to the person from whom such item or thing was seized a receipt for the
seizure and detention thereof signed by such seed inspector.

(4) Any prosecution for an offence arising from the findings of an inspection conducted under
subsection (1) shall be instituted only with the consent of the Chief Public Prosecutor; and in the event
of the Controller of Seeds being advised in writing by the Chief Public Prosecutor that no prosecution
should be instituted, then any item or thing seized in the course of the inspection shall be returned to
the owner thereof or to the person from whose custody it was taken within ten days from the date of
the receipt by the Controller of Seeds of such advice.

[Ch6706s25]25. Prohibition against obstruction, etc., of seed inspectors
Any person who—

(a) obstructs or impedes a seed inspector in the due exercise of his powers under this Act;
or

(b) refuses to furnish to a seed inspector, on request, any particulars or information to
which the seed inspector is entitled under this Act; or

(c) wilfully or recklessly gives to a seed inspector or an authorized officer any false or
misleading particulars or information with respect to any fact or matter to which the seed inspector is
entitled under this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence.



PART VI
LICENSING OF SEED SELLERS
[Ch6706526]26-32. Repealed by 9 of 1996
[Repealed by 9 of 1996].
PART VII
PRESCRIBED SEED
[Ch6706s33]33. Power of Minister to declare seed to be prescribed seed

9 of 1996The Minister may from time to time, by order published in the Gazette, declare any
seed to be a prescribed seed, and for each kind specify minimum standards of germination and other
characteristics of seed quality.

[Ch6706s34]34. Treating and cleaning of prescribed seed

(1) If, upon test made under Part IV, it is found and reported by an official seed tester that any
prescribed seed does not conform to the prescribed standards of germination or purity, the owner
thereof shall forthwith arrange for the prescribed seed to be treated or cleaned.

(2) Where any prescribed seed has been treated or cleaned pursuant to subsection (1), the
owner may request a seed inspector to take, and the seed inspector thereupon shall take, a further
sample thereof as required under this Act, which sample shall be sent by the seed inspector to a seed
testing station for further test, and the owner may, as often as he so desires, cause further treatments
or cleanings of such prescribed seed to be effected and further tests to be made in like manner until
such time as the prescribed seed is found and reported by the official seed tester to conform to the
standards of germination and purity prescribed therefor.

[Ch6706s35]35. Duties of seller on sale of prescribed seed

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any person who sells, for sowing, any prescribed seed
which has been tested in accordance with the provisions of this Act and found to conform to the
standards prescribed shall—

(a) if the prescribed seed is sold in sealed containers, cause to be printed or stamped upon
each such container or upon a label attached thereto or enclosed therein in such a way as to be legible
without opening the container, in clear and legible letters and figures—

(i) the words “tested seed”;
(ii) the date upon which the prescribed seed was tested; and

(iii) such other particulars as may be prescribed;



(b) if the prescribed seed is sold in bulk quantities—

(i) and the seller is the person who caused the test to be made, furnish to the
buyer at the time of sale a statement in writing containing the name and address of the seed testing
station where the test was made, the date of the test, and a declaration by the seller that the bulk
quantity sold by him is all or part of that from which the sample tested was taken, together with such
other particulars as may be prescribed;

(ii) and the seller is not the person who caused the test to be made, furnish to the
buyer at the time of sale a copy of the statement furnished, under the provisions of subparagraph (i), by
the person who caused such test to be made, and shall endorse thereon a declaration that the bulk
quantity sold by him is all or a part of that to which such statement was related at the time he procured
the prescribed seed.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with the requirements of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence.

(3) The validity of a contract for the sale of prescribed seed, or the right to enforce such a
contract, shall not be affected by non-compliance with this section.

(4) For the purposes of this section—

(a) the expression “in bulk quantities” includes any quantity of seed, but does not include
seed which is packed and sold in sealed containers;

(b) the word “sale” includes “gift”.
[Ch6706s36]36. Disposal of sub-standard prescribed seed

Subject to the provisions of section 34, if a sample of any prescribed seed is, upon test, found
and reported by an official seed tester not to conform to the standards of germination and purity
prescribed for such prescribed seed, the Controller of Seeds may—

(a) if such prescribed seed has been seized and detained in accordance with the provisions
of this Act—

(i) subject to such conditions as to its sale and use as he may impose, direct its
return either to the owner thereof or to the person from whose custody or control it was taken and in
so directing the Controller of Seeds may impose such conditions as to its sale or use as he may consider
necessary; or

(ii) order it to be destroyed without payment of compensation to the owner if,
upon reasonable grounds, he is satisfied that it is in a state dangerous to public health or injurious to
animals or plants;



(b) if the prescribed seed has not been seized or detained in accordance with the provisions
of this Act—

(i) permit the owner thereof to retain the prescribed seed subject to such
conditions as to its sale or use as the Controller of Seeds may impose;

(ii) order it to be destroyed at the premises where located or to be seized by the
Controller of Seeds and destroyed, in either case without payment of compensation to the owner, if,
upon reasonable grounds, he is satisfied that it is in a state dangerous to public health or injurious to
animals or plants.

PART VIII

IMPORT AND EXPORT OF SEED

[Ch6706s37]37-38.
[Repealed by 9 of 1996]

[Ch6706s39]39. Conditions for importation of prescribed seed
9 of 1996(1) No seed importer shall import any prescribed seed into Malawi unless—
(a) such seed is not restricted seed;

(b) such seed conforms to the standards of germination and purity and other requirements
prescribed therefor;

(c) if such seed is packed in a container, such container complies with the provisions of
section 35 as to the manner of labelling;

(d) the genus, species and variety of such seed, and the country of its origin, is shown on an
invoice or delivery note accompanying such seed at the time of its importation.

(2) The Minister may exempt any seed importer, or any particular species, variety or class of
prescribed seed, from subsection (1) and such exemption may be subject to such conditions as the
Minister may, in his discretion, impose.

(3) A person who fails to comply with subsection (1) or with any condition imposed by the
Minister under subsection (2) shall be guilty of an offence.

[Ch6706540]40. Testing of imported prescribed seed

9 of 1996(1) Upon importation into Malawi of any prescribed seed, the seed importer to whom
the prescribed seed is consigned shall, within seven days of its delivery to him, cause a sample thereof
to be taken in the manner prescribed and sent for test to a seed testing station.



(2) No person shall sell or otherwise dispose of imported prescribed seed prior to the receipt, by
the seed importer who imported such prescribed seed, of a report on the test of the sample thereof
from the seed testing station confirming that the imported prescribed seed conforms to the prescribed
standards of germination and purity.

(3) A person who contravenes or fails to comply with subsection (1) or (2) shall be guilty of an
offence.

[Ch6706s541]41. Importation of trade samples

9 of 1996Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed as prohibiting the importation by any
seed importer, by post, of a sample of any prescribed seed not exceeding one kilogram and which is
being imported into Malawi solely as a trade sample and its quantity is of no commercial value.

[Ch6706542]42. Court may order forfeiture and disposal of illicit prescribed seed

Upon the conviction of any person of an offence under this Part the court may, in addition to
any other penalty imposed, declare any prescribed seed or restricted seed found in possession or under
the control of the defendant and connected with the commission of the offence to be forfeited and may
order it to be destroyed without compensation.

PART IX
CERTIFICATION OF SEED AND PRODUCTION OF SEED FOR CERTIFICATION
[Ch6706543]43. Certification of seed

9 of 1996Subject to the provisions of this Part, seed may be certified by the Controller of
Seeds—

(a) in the case of seed produced in Malawi, as “Malawi Certified Seed”; or
(b) in the case of imported seed, as “Imported Certified Seed”.
[Ch6706s544]44. Variety of certified seed

9 of 1996The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette, specify the variety or varieties of
seed which may be cultivated for the purpose of producing seed for certification as Malawi Certified
Seed or as Imported Certified Seed.

[Ch6706s45]45. Notification of intention to produce seed for certification

9 of 1996(1) Any person who intends to produce seed for certification may notify the Controller
of Seeds of his intention.

(2) The notification referred to in subsection (1) shall be made in the prescribed form and shall
specify—



(a) the variety or varieties of seed to be produced;

(b) the location where the seed is to be produced;
(c) the area in hectares that is to be planted; and
(d) the name of the seed inspector who has been engaged to inspect the fields and to test

the seed for certification, and shall be accompanied with the prescribed fees.

(3) Notification under this section shall be valid for one season for the production of one crop
only of a particular specified variety or varieties to which it relates.

[Ch6706s546]46. Register of seed producers

9 of 1996For the purposes of this Part, the Controller of Seeds shall keep and maintain a register
of seed producers which shall contain—

(a) the name and addresses of all seed producers;
(b) particulars of the specified variety or varieties to be grown by each seed producer;
(c) particulars of the location and area of the land where each such specified variety is to be

grown by each seed producer;

(d) such other particulars as may be prescribed.
[Ch6706547]47—49.

[Repealed by 9 of 1996]
[Ch6706s50]50. Certification of seed by the Controller of Seeds

9 of 1996(1) Upon it being shown to the satisfaction of the Controller of Seeds that a particular
seed lot—

(a) is of a specified variety;

(b) is of known derivation;

(c) has been produced on the land designated in the register;

(d) has been sown, cultivated and produced as prescribed;

(e) has been inspected during cultivation as prescribed; and

(f) has been tested in accordance with the provisions of this Act and found to conform to

the standards of germination and purity,

the Controller of Seeds may certify such seed as Malawi Certified Seed.



(2) Having certified any seed as Malawi Certified Seed the Controller of Seeds shall issue to the
seed producer a certificate in the prescribed form in respect of such seed, and shall enter the particulars
of such certification in the register of seed producers in relation to the seed producer concerned.

[Ch6706s51]51. Certified seed of Malawi to be produced from approved seed

9 of 1996No seed producer shall use for the production of Malawi Certified Seed any variety of
seed which has not been approved for such purpose by the Controller of Seeds.

[Ch6706s52]52. Certificate to be produced on sale of Malawi Certified Seed

9 of 1996(1) Upon any sale of Malawi Certified Seed by any seed producer, he shall, at the time
of such sale—

(a) produce for inspection by the buyer the certificate issued under this Part in respect of
such seed; and

(b) furnish to the buyer a true copy of such certificate countersigned by him as the
producer of such Malawi Certified Seed.

(2) A seed producer who fails to comply with this section shall be guilty of an offence.
[Ch6706s53]53. Certification of imported seed as Imported Certified Seed

9 of 1996(1) The Controller of Seeds may, upon application by a seed importer, certify as
Imported Certified Seed any seed of specified variety which—

(a) has been imported into Malawi by the applicant;

(b) has been tested in accordance with the provisions of this Act;

(c) has been certified as certified seed under the laws of the country of its origin;

(d) is accompanied by a certificate which the Controller of Seeds considers acceptable for

purposes of certification under this Part; and

(e) is shown to the satisfaction of the Controller of Seeds to have been produced under
conditions, and to conform to standards, equal to or higher than those prescribed for the production
and certification of Malawi Certified Seed.

9 of 1996(2) Where the Controller of Seed has certified any imported seed as Imported Certified
Seed, he shall issue to the seed importer a certificate in the prescribed form in respect of such
certification.

(3) The Controller of Seeds shall keep and maintain a register of seed importers which shall
contain—

(a) the name and address of the seed importer;



(b) the variety and quantity of seed imported;
(c) the country of origin of the seed;

(d) the date of testing in the country of origin;

(e) the name of the certifying authority in the country of origin;
(f) the number of the certificate; and
(g) such other particulars as may be prescribed.

[Ch6706s54]54. Duties of seller on sale of certified seed in sealed containers

(1) Any person who sells, for sowing, any certified seed in sealed containers shall cause to be
printed or stamped upon each such container or on a label attached thereto or enclosed therein in such
a way as to be legible without opening the container, in clear and legible letters and figures—

(a) in the case of Malawi Certified Seed—

(i) the words “Malawi Certified Seed” in lieu of the words “tested seed” as
required under section 35;

(ii) the date of testing;
(iii) the number of the certificate issued in respect thereof; and
(iv) such other particulars as may be prescribed;

(b) in the case of Imported Certified Seed—

(i) the words “Imported Certified Seed” in lieu of the words “tested seed” as
required under section 35;

(ii) the date of testing;
(iii) the number of the certificate issued in respect thereof; and
(iv) such other particulars as may be prescribed.
(2) Any person who fails to comply with this section shall be guilty of an offence.
[Ch6706s55]55. Prohibition against sale of uncertified seed
Any person who—

(a) sells as certified seed any seed which is not certified under this Act; or



(b) for the purposes of sell, uses, in the description or name of any seed, the word
“certified” or any cognate word in relation to seed which is not certified under this Act, shall be guilty of
an offence.

[Ch6706s56]56. Prohibition against sale of certified seed without possession of appropriate certificate
(1) Any person who sells in bulk quantities—

(a) any Malawi Certified Seed or Imported Certified Seed, for sowing, without having in his
possession or under his control, at the time of such sale, the certificate or a copy of the certificate issued
or furnished under this Part in respect of such seed;

(b) any Malawi Certified Seed or Imported Certified Seed, for sowing, and who fails to
furnish the buyer, at the time of such sale, the prescribed certificate or a copy of certificate required to
be so furnished under this Part in respect of such seed, shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) The validity of a contract for the sale of certified seed, or the right to enforce such a contract,
shall not be affected by non-compliance with this section.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the expression “in bulk quantities” includes any quantity of
seed taken, for the purpose of a particular sale, from any larger quantity of seed, but does not include
seed which is packed and sold in sealed containers.

PART X
OFFENCES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
[Ch6706s57]57. Failure to comply with Act or regulations

Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this Act, or
regulations, requirements or conditions lawfully prescribed thereunder, shall be guilty of an offence.

[Ch6706s58]58. Prohibition against tampering with samples
Any person who—

9 0f 1996(a)  tampers with any seed so as to procure that any samples of such seed, taken
under and for the purposes of this Act, does not correctly represent the bulk from which the sample was

taken; or
(b) otherwise tampers with any sample taken under this Act; or
(c) with intent to deceive, causes or permits to be sent to any seed testing station to be

tested, for the purposes of this Act, a sample of any seed which to his knowledge does not represent the
bulk from which it was taken,

shall be guilty of an offence.



[Ch6706s59]59. Prohibition against altering, defacing or removing official records, etc.
Any person who, without lawful authority, alters, defaces or removes—

(a) any register, index or other such official record maintained in pursuance of this Act or of
any order or requirement made thereunder; or

(b) any entry appearing in any such register, index or other such official record, shall be
guilty of an offence.

[Ch6706s60]60. Prohibition against altering, etc., documents and marks
Any person who, without lawful authority, alters or defaces—

(a) any certificate, report, record, invoice, accounts or other document, prescribed, issued,
furnished or kept under this Act or under any order, requirement, condition or regulation made
thereunder; or

(b) any label, note, docket or mark placed upon any container under this Act or under any
order, requirement or condition made thereunder, or who removes any such label, note, docket or mark
from any such container,

shall be guilty of an offence.
[Ch6706s61]61. Secrecy
Any person who—

(a) is employed for the purposes of this Act, publishes or communicates to any person
without lawful authority any information acquired by him in the course of his employment; or

(b) is in possession of any information which to his knowledge has been disclosed in
contravention of this Act, publishes or communicates that information to any other person,

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding K500 or to imprisonment not exceeding
one year.

[Ch6706562]62.
[Repealed by 9 of 1996].
[Ch6706s63163. Prohibition against sale of untested prescribed seed

(1) Save as provided by section 68, no person shall sell any prescribed seed for sowing unless the
said seed has previously been tested as provided by this Act, and upon such test has been found to be of
the standards of germination and purity prescribed for such seed.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with this section shall be guilty of an offence.



(3) Upon the conviction of any person of an offence under this section, the court may, in
addition to any other penalty imposed, declare any such untested prescribed seed found in the
possession or under the control of the defendant to be forfeited or may order it to be destroyed without
compensation.

[Ch6706s64164. Prohibition against sale of substandard prescribed seed

(1) If, upon test made pursuant to the provisions of this Act, any prescribed seed is not found to
conform to the standards of germination and purity prescribed for such seed and is so reported in the
report on such test furnished by an official seed tester, such prescribed seed shall not be sold by any
person, for sowing, save with the consent in writing of the Controller of Seeds previously obtained, and
subject to any conditions as regards such sale as the Controller of Seeds may impose.

(2) Any person who sells any prescribed seed in contravention of subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence.

(3) Upon conviction of any person of an offence under this section, the court may, in addition to
any other penalty imposed, declare any such sub-standard prescribed seed found in the possession or
under the control of the defendant to be forfeited or may order it to be destroyed without
compensation.

[Ch6706s65165. Prohibition against sale of prescribed seed under name other than varietal name

(1) Any person who sells, for sowing, any prescribed seed under a description other than its
varietal name shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) In this section, “varietal name” means the name given to a specific variety of seed by its
originator or discoverer.

[Ch6706s66]66. Penalty

9 of 1996(1) A person guilty of an offence under this Act for which a penalty has not been
specified shall be liable to a fine of K5,000 and to imprisonment for one year.

9 of 1996(2) Any regulations made under this Act may, notwithstanding the provisions of section
21 (e) of the General Interpretation Act, prescribe a fine of up to K2,000 and imprisonment for up to six
months for an offence committed against any provision of such regulations. Cap. 1:01

[Ch6706s67167. Inspection of registers

All registers maintained by the Controller of Seeds under this Act shall, at all reasonable times,
be open to the inspection by any person applying to the Controller of Seeds on payment of the
prescribed fee.

[Ch6706s68168. When Act not applicable to sale of prescribed seed

9 of 1996The provisions of this Act shall not apply—



(a) to any sale of prescribed seed, which is not Malawi Certified Seed and which has been
produced by a seed producer on his own land and is sold by him—

(i) for sowing by the buyer, and not for purposes of resale; or
(ii) to a seed cleaner in order that it may be cleaned before being sold for sowing:

Provided that it is sold in a container or containers, upon which, or upon the
label or labels attached to which, appear clearly and legibly the words “for cleaning purposes only”;

(iii) for use as food or as farm feed or for industrial purposes.

(b) to any sale of prescribed seed, which is not certified seed, by or to a person exempted
from the provisions of this Act by an order made by the Minister under section 69.

[Ch6706s69]69. Exemptions from the provisions of this Act

The Minister may, from time to time, by order published in the Gazette, exempt any person or
class of persons from the provisions of this Act.

[Ch6706570]70.
[Repealed by 9 of 1996].
[Ch6706s71]71. Regulations

9 of 1996The Minister may make regulations for the better carrying out of this Act and, without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, such regulations may make provision for—

9 of 1996(a) the forms of registers, notifications, certificates, licences and reports required to
be prescribed under this Act and such other forms as the Minister deems proper to prescribe for the
purposes of this Act;

(b) the forms of records to be kept by the Controller of Seeds for the purposes of this Act;

9 of 1996(c) the form of records to be kept and returns to be made by seed cleaners, seed
importers, seed producers and seed sellers for purposes of this Act;

(d) the qualifications of official seed testers under this Act;

9 of 1996(e)  standards of quality and performance of scientific equipment and the variety of
such equipment to be maintained in any seed testing station, and the Minister may make provision for
different standards and equipment for different seed testing stations;

(f) the operation and management of seed testing stations, including the number of official
seed testers to be attached to each such seed testing station and the forms of records to be kept by
seed testing stations for the purposes of this Act;



(g) the manner in which samples are to be taken under this Act, the forms to be used in and
about the taking of such samples, and the fees and expenses to be paid for and in respect of the taking
of such samples under particular circumstances;

(h) the methods to be employed by seed testing stations and official seed testers in the
testing of prescribed seed;

(i) the standards of germination and purity of specified varieties for purposes of
certification as certified seed under Part IX;

9 of 1996(j) the conditions under which prescribed seed for sowing intended for sale may be
displayed for sale or stored by any seed producer, seed cleaner or seed seller;

(k) the manner and methods of labelling, stamping, marking or sealing of containers in
which any prescribed seed or certified seed is sold;

(1 the prevention of the use of false or misleading statements in advertising any prescribed
seed for sale;

(m) the prohibition or restriction of the disposal, acquisition or use of any prescribed seed as
farm feed or fertilizer;

9 0f 1996(n)  standards of quality and performance of equipment and the variety of such
equipment to be maintained at any seed cleaning plant;

(o) the methods to be employed by seed cleaners in and about the cleaning of prescribed
seed;

9 0f1996(p) the inspection of land notified by a seed producer as land on which he intends
to produce seed for certification as Malawi Certified Seed;

90f1996(q) the examination and testing of any seed intended for use by a seed producer in
the production of seed for certification as Malawi Certified Seed and the methods to be employed by
seed producers in and about the cultivation and production of seed for such certification and further for
the periodic inspection of growing crops intended for the production of seed for certification as Malawi
Certified Seed;

9 of 1996(r) the control, limitation or prohibition of the cultivation by a seed producer of any
specified crops on land contiguous or adjacent to lands upon which seed intended for certification as
Malawi Certified Seed is being grown by the seed producer;

9 of 1996(s) the control of weeds on the land of any seed producer which is being used for
the production of seed intended for certification as Malawi Certified Seed or on any other land of the
seed producer adjacent or contiguous to such land;



(t) the country or countries of origin of imported seed of any specified variety, and the
certifying authority in such country or countries whose certificate thereof as certified seed may form the
basis of an application by a seed importer for the certification of such seed as Imported Certified Seed
under Part IX; 9 of 1996

9 0f 1996(u)  any fees payable under this Act;
9 of 1996(v) any thing or matter which this Act requires to be prescribed.
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION
SEED (FEES AND FORMS) REGULATIONS
unders. 71
G.N. 32/1997
1. Citation
These Regulations may be cited as Seed (Fees and Forms) Regulations.
2. Fees

The fees prescribed in the First Schedule shall be payable in respect of matters specified therein
in relation to such fees.

3. Forms

The forms set out in the Second Schedule shall be used for purposes of the Act, and such
particulars as are contained in those forms and not particularly prescribed by the Act are hereby
prescribed as particulars required under the Act.

FIRST SCHEDULE reg. 2

MatterFeeKtl.Inspection of—(a)any basic hybrid and vegetable seed crops, for each inspection, per
hectare6000(b)any open-pollinated crops intended for the production of certified seed, for each
inspection, per hectare25002.Labels attached to containers in which seed is presented or represented
for certification, per label (if seed is to be inspected for certification by government officer)3003.Seals
attached to containers in which seed is presented or represented for certification, per seal (if seed is to
be inspected for certification by a government officer)3004.Notification of fields for certification or basic
seed production10005.Requests to inspect registers, per request5006.Seed testing (any sample), per
sample500

SECOND SCHEDULE (reg. 3)
FORMS

FORM No. |



SEED ACT

(CAP. 67:06)

REGISTER OF OFFICIAL SEED TESTERS
(UNDER SECTION 17)

Name of Official Seed TesterAddressEducation QualificationDate on which he/she ceased to be an
Official Seed TesterRemarks (if any)

FORM No. Il

SEED ACT

(CAP. 67:06)

REGISTER OF SEED TESTING STATIONS

(UNDER SECTION 17)
1. Name and address of the seed testing station
2. Tests that can be conducted—

(a)Purity [ 1(b) Germination [ ](c) Moisture[ ](d) Seed health[ ](e) Genetic purity [ ](f) TZ Test[
1(g) Hetrogenity test[ 1(h) Other tests

3. Details of the samples tested—

YearCrop VarietyClass of SeedName and Address of SenderDate of receipt of Sample and
MemoCondition of Seed on the PackagePeriod No. and Date offResult Purity Germ. Others

FORM III

SEED ACT

(CAP. 67:06)

FORM OF MEMORANDUM TO BE SENT ALONG WITH SEED SAMPLE
(UNDER SECTION 19)

To: Seed Testing Station



The sample described below is sent herewith for analysis
1. Serial nuMber of the SAMPIE ....ccociieeee e

2. Date and place of COIECTION .......uiieeiiiee et e eare e

YT 4 1= 1Y PSP PPUPPPPPPPPPRPN

6. Quantity of the prescribed SEEM .........vivviiiiiiiie e e

8 =53 £ =T V1 =T SRR

8. Lot is—cleaned/uncleaned/treated/UNtreated .........cooccveeeeeiiiieeeeeieeee et re e e e e e e aeeeees
9. Name of the treating material, (if treated) .......ccceevireeiieiie e

10. A copy of this memorandum and specimen impression of the seal used to seal the packet of
samples is being sent separately by post/hand.

Name of the sender of SAMPIE .......vviiiiiiiicee e e

Signature

FORM IV

SEED ACT

(CAP. 67:06)

FORM OF SEED TESTING REPORT/CERTIFICATE BY THE SEED TESTING STATION
(UNDER SECTION 20)

Republic of Malawi Official Seed Testing LaboratoryStation Number (Please quote in any
(oTe g =Xy oo oV [=T Vet TSRS



Telephone

Sample description

Purity %Germination %Hard seed %Injurious weed %Seeds %0ther seed %Inert matter %

Tested by International Methods

Controller of Seeds

FORM V

SEED ACT

(CAP. 67:06)

NOTIFICATION OF SEED PRODUCER

(UNDER SECTION 45)

2. Profession
3. Complete address

Previous experience of

Location of the land where

certified

seed is

production

proposed to be

(if

any)

produced

7. Name of the crops grown in previous four crop seasons (only in case of groundnuts,

sunflower, rhodegrass, tobacco and



[oTo] £= ] o T=1) PO SSURO RSP RR
8. Details of the seed production programme offered for certification—

VarietyClass of Seed Proposed to be ProducedArea (H A)Proposed Date of SowingSource Class of
Seedlsolation DistanceRemarks

NOTE: Notification is to be submitted by the seed producer, at least 10 days before the
proposed sowing date.

9. Details of payment—
Field INSPECLION FEE .ot e ee e et
SigNature of SEEA PrOTUCET ....cocuvieiiceiee ettt e e e e avee e e ebeee s
FOR OFFICIAL USE
Date Of FECEIPT .oovvrieeiiiieeeciee et e eetree e e evaee e Notification number allocated
FORM VI
SEED ACT
(CAP. 67:06)
REGISTER OF SEED PRODUCERS
(UNDER SECTION 46)

Name and Address of the Seed ProducerLocation and Where Specified Variety is to be GrownDuration of
the Registration for which it is ValidCrop VarietyArea Certificate Class of SeedQty. of Number and
DateSeed Certificate

FORM VII
SEED ACT
(CAP. 67:06)
MALAW!I CERTIFIED SEED
(UNDER SECTION 50)
1. Certificate NUMDBEN .....ooviiiiiiiie s

2. Kind of seed (common name/scientific NAME) ........cceeeiiiiiieccie e



w

Y 1= 8PP PPPPPPPPPPPRNt

4. Class OF SEEA ..c.uiiiiiiiiieie e e e
5. LOT NMUMDET e e e e
6. DAte Of tEST .oueeiieiiiieet ettt sttt sae e

8 £3 TV =T I < 1Y

Controller of Seed
SEED REGULATIONS
unders. 71
G.N. 37/1997
PART |
PRELIMINARY
1. Citation

These Regulations may be cited as the Seed Regulations.

PART Il
MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR PRESCRIBED SEED
2. Minimum levels of purity and germination of prescribed seed

No person shall sell or otherwise supply any prescribed seed of any crop variety unless the
prescribed seed conforms to the minimum level of purity and germination standards specified in the
First Schedule.

PART IlI
SEED CERTIFICATION

3. Seed certification



No person shall sell or otherwise supply any prescribed seed specified in Part | of the Second
Schedule unless the prescribed seed has been certified through official certification, and meets the
requirements specified in Part Il of the Second Schedule.

PART IV
LABELLING
4, Labels

The labels specified in Part | of the Third Schedule shall be used to identify different classes of
seed.

5. Particulars and manner of labelling

(1) The particulars specified in Part Il of the Third Schedule are prescribed as additional
particulars for purposes of section 35 of the Act.

(2) The particulars of a label, including the particulars specified in subparagraph (1), shall appear
on and be attached to each container in a conspicuous place, and where practicable a label containing
those particulars shall also be put inside the container.

6. Label not to contain false or misleading statement

The label shall not contain any statement, design, device, name or abbreviation which is false or
misleading, or likely to be misleading, in respect of any particulars concerning the prescribed seed
contained in the container.

7. Label not to contradict Act or regulations

The label shall not contain any reference to the Act or these Regulations or any comment on or
explanation of any particulars or declaration required by the Act or these Regulations which directly or
indirectly contradicts, qualifies or modifies such particulars.

8. Prohibition against denial of responsibility or labels, etc.

Nothing shall appear on a label or in any advertisement pertaining to any prescribed seed which
denies or limits responsibility or liability for any statement or particulars required by or under the Act or
these Regulations to appear on such label or advertisement.

PART V
SEED TESTERS AND SEED INSPECTORS
9. Qualifications of seed testers

A person shall not be qualified for appointment as Seed Tester unless he or she—



(a) has attended training as a seed tester and has passed such examinations as the
Controller of Seeds may consider appropriate; and

(b) has had a minimum working experience of one year in seed testing.
10. Duties of a seed tester

A seed tester shall analyse samples in accordance with the procedure laid down by the
International Seed Testing Association as amended from time to time.

11. Qualification of Seed Inspectors

A person shall not be qualified for appointment as Seed Inspector unless he or she has attended
training as a Seed Inspector and has passed such examination as the Controller of Seeds may consider
appropriate.

12. Duties of a Seed Inspector
In addition to the duties specified under the Act, a Seed Inspector shall—

(a) inspect as frequently as may be required under the Act all places used for growing,
cleaning, storage, transporting or sale of any prescribed seed;

(b) ensure that the conditions of registration or licence specified under the Act are being
observed;
(c) procure and send for analysis, if necessary, samples of any prescribed seed which he has

reason to believe is being produced, stocked, sold, exhibited, or transported for sale in contravention of
the provisions of the Act or these Regulations;

(d) investigate any complaint which may be made to him or her in writing in respect of any
contravention of the provisions of the Act or these Regulations;

(e) maintain a record of all inspections made and action taken by him or her in the
performance of his or her duties, including the taking of samples and the seizure of stocks and submit
copies of such records to the Controller of Seeds;

(f) when so authorized by the Controller of Seeds, seize and detain prescribed seed that
does not comply with minimum standards; and

(g) perform such other duties as may be entrusted by the Controller of Seeds.
PART VI
SAMPLING OF PRESCRIBED SEED

13. Sampling of prescribed seed for laboratory test



Sampling of prescribed seed for laboratory tests shall be in accordance with procedures laid
down, from time to time, in the International Rules for seed testing published by International Seed
Testing Association.

FIRST SCHEDULE (reg. 3)
MINIMUM STANDARDS OF PURITY AND GERMINATION FOR PRESCRIBED SEED

Scientific NameEnglish NamePurity percentageGermination percentageCEREALSEleusine coracanaFinger
millet9770Hordeum vulgare L.Barley98800ryza sativaRice9775Sorghum bicolor L.Sorghum9870Triticum
aestivumWheat9880Zea mays L.Maize9990PULSESCajanus cajan L.Pigeon peas9875Glycine max
L.Soyabeans9870Phaseolus vulgarisBeans9875Pisum sativum L.Peas9875Vigna
unguiculataCowpeas98750IL  SEEDSArachis  hypogaea L.Groundnuts9580Helianthus  annuus
L.Sunflower9770VEGETABLESAIlium cepa L.Onion9860Amaranthus spp.Amaranth; Pigweed9760Apium
graveolens L.Celery9865Beta vulgarisSwisschard9870Brassica chinensis L.Chinese Cabbage9870Brassica
junceaMustard9870Brassica napus L.Cauliflower9760Brassica oleracea L.Cabbage9875Brassica rapa
L.Rape9870Capsicum  spp.Pepper;  chilli9855Citrullus  lanatusWatermelon9875Cucurbita  Pepo
L.Squash9875Cucumis  melo  L.Melon9875Cucumis  sativus  L.Cucumber9555Daucus  carota
L.Carrot9875Hibiscus esculentus L.Okra9550Lactuca sativa L.Lettuce9875Lycopersican Tomato9875
Raphanus sativus L.Radish9875Solarium melongena L.Eggplant9875Spinach oleracea
L.Spinach9660STIMULANTSNicotiana tabacum L.TobaccoBurley9985Flues9990FIBRE CROPSGossypium
hirsutum L.Cotton9570Cotton (Acid Delinted)9880PASTURE LEGUMESOesmodium spp.Greenleaf;
Silverleaf9750Leucaena
LeucocephalalLeucaena9860MacroptiliumSiratro9750atropurpuceumStylosanthes
spp.Stylo9760PASTURE GRASSES PLSC Per centCenchrus ciliaris L.Buffel grass15Chloris gayana
L.Rhodes grass15Eragrostis curvulaLove grass75Panicum maximumGuinea grass15

SECOND SCHEDULE (reg. 4)
PART I
SEED CROPS FOR COMPULSORY CERTIFICATION
Nicotiana tabacum (tobacco)
Hybrid maize
Sunflower (Heliathis annuus)
PART Il
A. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO TOBACCO (Nicotiana Tabacum)

1. Nursery Management



(a) Source of seed: only breeder or basic seed shall be sown on nurseries intended for the
production of tobacco certified seed;

(b) Land requirements: nurseries shall be established on land which has not carried any
tobacco crop for the past three years;

(c) Isolation: nurseries shall be established 50 metres away from any other tobacco plants
or any buildings where tobacco is handled.

2. General Hygiene

(a) A regular spraying programme using recommended chemicals against dangerous seed-
borne diseases and pests shall be followed;

(b) Washing of hands and footwear in an approved detergent by anybody entering the
nursery shall be enforced;

(c) No smoking or snuffing of any type of tobacco shall be allowed within the enclosed
nursery site.

3. Field Management
Land requirements:

(a) Lands intended for the production of certified seed shall not have carried any tobacco
crop in the previous three years;

(b) Lands intended for the production of certified seed shall be 360 metres away from any
other tobacco crops and at least 100 metres from buildings where leaf tobacco is handled;

(c) Those lands shall also be 50 metres away from any lands which carried tobacco last
season and must not be situated in the direction of run-off from such lands.

4. Plant Requirements

(a) The grower shall within five weeks of transplanting, remove progressively, the leaves of
the lower third of the plant including the seed bed leaves;

(b) Suckers shall not be allowed to grow more than 5 cm in length;

(c) Off-types and diseased plants shall be removed;

(d) All compact areas of poor growth shall be excluded for the purposes of seed production;
(e) Any plant which flowers prematurely shall be topped;

(f) When the plants come into full flower the five leaves below the seed head greater than

15 cm in length shall be removed,;



(g) There shall be nil incidence of anthracnose at any inspection and nil incidence of off-
type plants at flowering.

5. Harvesting

(a) Harvested seed heads shall be dried in sheds or barns which are at least 50 metres away
from any curing barns, grading sheds, or any other source of possible contamination;

(b) Should the need to use any of the structures listed in paragraph (b) arise, such structure
shall first be whitewashed and the floor, walls, tiers, etc., disinfected with recommended disinfectant;

6. Seed Standards

Prior to being offered for certification the seed shall be treated with a recommended seed
treatment.

B. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO MAIZE (Zea Mays)
1. Land Requirements

A piece of land may be registered as a unit only if no plants of any species of Zea have been
established thereon for seed production during the growing season preceding the registration thereof.

2. Planting Requirements

(a) Plants shall be established in rows;

(b) Gap-filling shall not be allowed,;

(c) Where seed of a hybrid is to be produced—

(i) the plants of the seed parent and those of the pollen parent shall be established
in different rows, and

(ii) rows containing the plants of the pollen parent shall be clearly marked.
3. Isolation Requirements
(a) A unit shall be surrounded by an isolation area which—

(i) in the case of the intended production of basic seed of an inbred line, shall be
720 metres wide;

(ii) in the case of the intended production of basic seed of an open-pollinated
variety, shall be 400 metres wide;

(iii) in the case of the production of a certified hybrid variety, shall be 360 metres
wide;



(iv) and in the case of certified open-pollinated variety, shall be 200 metres wide.

(b) An isolation area shall be free of plants of any variety or species of Zea which shed
pollen at the stage on which the plants on the unit concerned show pollen-susceptible silks, unless—

(i) in the case of the intended production of basic seed, they have been established
from breeder seed of the same variety; and

(ii) in the case of the intended production of certified seed, they have been
established from basic seed of the same variety.

(c) In the case of inadequate isolation distance the planning of a minimum number of
border rows, shall be permissible provided that—

(i) in the case of the intended production of seed or a hybrid, a minimum isolation
distance of 150 m shall be met;

(ii) in the case of the intended production of seed of an open-pollinated variety, a
minimum isolation distance of 100 metres shall be met;

(iii) border rows shall be planted either parallel or at right angles to the rows of the
crop and a pathway 2 metres wide shall be left between the border rows and the crop;

(iv) only breeder or basic seed shall be used for planting the border rows; and
(v) natural or physical barriers shall not be recognized as a means of isolation.
4. Requirements for Plants

(a) The number of deviating plants in either male or female parent in a unit shall not exceed
0.1 per cent at commencement of pollination.

(b) The number of pollen shedding plants of the seed parent at the stage at which 5 per
cent of the seed parent plants show pollen-susceptible silks shall not exceed 0.25 per cent at any one
inspection and provided that the cumulative total for three consecutive inspections shall not exceed
0.25 per cent;

(c) Any part of the tassel which is 5 cm long or more and is found to be shedding pollen
shall be counted as full tassel.

5. Separation of Fields

(a) Units of land separated by the required isolation distance or by a maximum difference in
time of planting of 21 days between inbred lines and 28 between hybrids shall be treated as separate
crops for the purpose of inspection.



(b) Units of land separated by less than the isolation distance required or less than the
required number of days in planting time shall be treated as separate crops for the purposes of
inspection:

Provided that—

(i) should one crop be rejected on the basis of poor detasselling, then the rejected
crop plus the neighboring crop to the following distance must be destroyed;

(ii) if the fault is x2 but less than x3 the acceptance standard is 1/20th of the
isolation distance;

(iii) if the fault is x3 but less than x4 the acceptance standard is 1/10th of the
isolation distance;

(iv) if the fault is greater than x4 the acceptance standard is 1/5th of the isolation
distance; and

(v) if the grower refuses to destroy the rejected crops then the full isolation
distance must be met.

6. Removal of the Pollen Parent

(a) Plants of the pollen parent shall be removed from the units soon after pollination is over
or not later than 30th May in each year;

(b) the seed parent shall not be harvested before an inspection is made to check the
removal of the plants of the pollen parent and a written confirmation by a government seed inspector
has been issued to the grower.

7. The seed grower shall pick and dehusk the seed parent cobs and shell them after removing
any off-colour, rotten and insect damaged grains:

Provided that in the case of a single cross hybrid and any inbred lines—

(a) those cobs shall not be shelled before they have been inspected by a government seed
inspector and a written authorization to shell has been issued to the grower;

(b) the seed cobs referred in 7 (a) shall not contain more than 0.1 per cent deviating cobs;
and

(c) deadline for cob selection shall be 15th September in each year.
8. Seed Requirements

(a) After shelling the seed shall not contain more than 2.5 per cent rotten, broken or pest
damaged grain;



(b) The seed shall achieve a purity standard of not less than 99 per cent and a germination
standard of not less than 90 per cent; and

(c) Seed shall be delivered at a moisture content of not more than 12.5 per cent.
C. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO SUNFLOWER
(Helianthis annuus)

1. Land Requirements

A piece of land may be registered as a unit only if no plant of any species of Helianthis have
been established thereon for seed production during the growing season preceding the registration
thereof.

2. Planting Requirements

(a) Plants shall be established in rows;

(b) Gap filling shall not be allowed;

(c) Where seed of a hybrid is to be produced—

(i) the plant of the seed parent and those of the pollen parent shall be established
in different rows; and

(ii) rows containing the plants of the pollen parent shall be clearly marked.
3. Isolation Requirements
(a) A unit shall be surrounded by an isolation area which—

(i) in the case of the intended production of basic seed of an inbred line, shall be
3,000 metres wide;

(ii) in the case of the intended production of basic seed of an open-pollinated
variety, shall be 400 metres wide;

(iii) in the case of the production of certified hybrid variety, shall be 1,500 metres
wide; and

(iv) in the case of open-pollinated variety, shall be 200 metres wide;

(b) An isolation area shall be free of plants of any variety of species of Helianthis which shed
pollen at the stage on which the plants on the unit concerned show pollen-susceptible heads unless—

(i) in the case of the intended production of basic seed, they have been established
from breeder seed of the same variety; and



(ii) in the case of the intended production of certified seed, they have been
established from basic of the same variety;

(c) In the case of inadequate isolation distance the planning of a minimum number of
border rows shall be permissible provided that—

(i) border rows shall be planted either parallel or at right angles to the rows of the
crop and pathways 2 metres wide shall be left between the border rows and the crop;

(ii) only breeder or basic seed shall be used for planting the border rows; and
(iii) natural or physical barriers shall not be recognized as a means of isolation.
4. Requirements for Plants

(a) The number of deviating plants in male or female parent in unit shall not exceed 0.1 per
cent at commencement of pollination;

(b) The number of pollen shedding plants of the seed parent at the stage at which 5 per
cent of the seed parent plant show pollen-susceptible heads shall not exceed 0.25 per cent at any one
inspection and provided that the cummulative total for three consecutive inspections shall not exceed
0.25 per cent;

(c) The following should be removed in addition to diseased and odd-looking plants—
(i) all female plants showing multi-heads or multi-branches at the budding stage;
(ii) all plants showing more vigorous growth than the average plants (male and

female lines) at the budding stage;

(iii) all thin stalked and weak-looking plants (male and female lines) before
flowering; and

(iv) all female heads showing pollen.
5. Separation of Fields

Units of land separated by the required isolation distance or by a maximum difference in time of
planting of 21 days between inbred lines and 28 days between hybrids shall be treated as separate crops
for the purpose of inspection.

6. Removal of the Pollen Parent

(a) Plants of the pollen parent shall be removed from the units soon after pollination is over
or no later than 30th May in each year.



(b) The seed parent shall not be harvested before an inspection is made to check the
removal of the plants of the pollen parent and a written confirmation by a government seed inspector
has been issued to the grower.

7. The seed grower shall harvest the seed parent heads and thresh them after removing any off-

colour, rotten and insect damaged grains:
Provided that in the case of a hybrid and any inbred lines—

(a) those heads shall not be threshed before they have been inspected by a government
seed inspector and a written authorization to thresh has been issued to the grower;

(b) the seed head referred to in paragraph (a) shall not contain more than 0.1 per cent off-

type seed colour heads.
8. Seed Requirements

(a) After threshing the seed shall not contain more than 2.5 per cent rotten, broken or pest
damaged grain.

(b) The seed shall achieve a purity standard of not less than 97 per cent and germination
standard of not less than 70 per cent.

(c) Seed shall be delivered at a moisture content of not more than 10 per cent.

THIRD SCHEDULE reg. 5

PART |
LABELS
The following seed tags or labels shall be used to identify classes of seed—
1. Prescribed Certified Seed—
(a) Breeders Seed—White with diagonal purple stripes;
(b) Basic Seed—White
(c) Certified Seed—Blue
2. Prescribed Tested Seed—Red
PART Il

ADDITIONAL LABELLING PARTICULARS

1. Crop kind.



2. Variety—(If the variety is registered in Malawi, the name under it is registered must be used;
if the variety is not registered in Malawi, the name given shall be distinct from that of any variety
registered in Malawi).]

3. Seed lot number.
4. Date of testing (seed producers may do their own seed testing at their own facilities).

5. Net content weight.

6. If—
(a) seed in container has been treated, a statement to that effect; and
(b) the substance of the chemical used for the treatment and present with the seed is

harmful to human beings or animals, a caution statement to that effect.
7. In the case of Malawi certified seed, the certificate number and the words “tested seed”.
8. The name and address of the person packaging or supplying the seed.
SEED (DECLARATION OF PRESCRIBED SEED) ORDER
unders. 33
G.N. 23/1997
1. Citation
The Order may be cited as the Seed (Declaration of Prescribed Seed) Order.
2. Prescribed seed
The seed specified in the Schedule shall be prescribed seed for purposes of the Act.
SCHEDULE (reg. 2)
LIST OF PRESCRIBED SEED

Scientific NameEnglish NameCEREALSEleusine coracanaFinger milletHordeum vulgare L.BarleyOryza
sativaRiceSorghum bicolor L.SorghumTriticum aestivumWheatZea mays L.MaizePULSESCajanus cajan
L.Pigeon peaGlycine max L.Soya beanPhaseolus vulgarisBeansPisum sativum L.peasVigna
unguiculatacow peasOIL SEEDSArachis hypogaea L.GroundnutsHelianthus annus
L.SunflowerVEGETABLESAIllium cepa L.OnionAmaranthus sppAmaranth; pigweedApium graveolena
L.CeleryBeta vulgarisSwiss-chardBrassica chinensis L.Chinese cabbageBrassica juncanMustardBrassica
napua L.CauliflowerBrassica oleracea L.CabbageBrassica rapa L.RapeCapsicum spp.Pepper; ChilliCitrullus
lanatusWater melonCurcurbits pepo Duch L.SquashCucumis melo L.MelonCucumis sativus
L.CucumberDaucus carota L.CarrotHibiscus esculentus L.Okralactuca sativa L.Lettucelycopersican



lycopercicumTomatoRaphanus sativus L.RadishSolanum melongena L.Egg plantSpinach oleracea
L.SpinachSTIMULANTSNicotiana tabacum L.TobaccoBurleysFluesOrientalFire cured/sun airCamellina
sinesisTeaCoffee arabicaCoffeeFIBRE CROPSGossypium hirsutum L.CottonCotton (Acid
Delinted)PASTURE LEGUMESOesmodium sppGreen leafSilver leafLeucaena
leucocephalaleucaenaMacroptilium atropurpuceumSiratroStylosanthes sppStyloPASTURE
GRASSESCenchrus ciliaris L.Buffel grassChloris gayana L.Rhodes grassScientific NameEnglish
NamekEragrostis curvulaLove grassPanicum maximumGuinea grass



